
Vigil for Peace

The solution in
Afghanistan: Get out
(The following are excerpts of an opinion piece in the Washington
Post written by Congressmen James P. McGovern D-MA and Walter
B. Jones R-NC)

At 112 months, this is the longest war in our history. More than
1,400 American service members have lost their lives in
Afghanistan; over 8,800 have been wounded in action.

Columbia University professor Joseph Stiglitz told the House
Veterans Affairs Committee in September that the costs of Iraq and
Afghanistan, including interest payments on the money borrowed for
these wars and care for our wounded soldiers and veterans, is likely
to total $4 trillion to $6 trillion.

Simply put, we believe the human and financial costs of the war are
unacceptable and unsustainable. It is bankrupting us. The United
States should devise an exit plan to extricate ourselves from
Afghanistan, not a plan to stay there four more years and "then we'll
see."

This doesn't mean that we abandon the Afghan people - rather, we
should abandon this war strategy. It is a failure that has not brought
stability to Afghanistan and has not enhanced our own security.

It is easier for politicians to "go along" rather than make waves.
But we were elected to do the right thing, not what is politically
expedient. The discussion of Afghanistan shouldn't be about politics,
which we acknowledge are difficult, but what is right for our
country. And the right thing is to end this war.

The Vigil for Peace was initiated by the Albany Friends Meeting and Peace Action.
Find out how you can work for peace. Call 518-463-5907
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