
Vigil for Peace

Does our country need to spend
so much money to protect us
from adversaries? — No!
Military spending in inflation-adjusted dollars is now greater than at
any time since World War II — even greater than during the peak
spending years of the Vietnam War, the Korean War, and the Persian
Gulf War.

Spending on the military represents an average of about
$5,800 from each of the 118 million households in the
U.S.

Our spending is totally out of balance
• Since the demise of the Soviet Union over twenty years ago, the
United States has no significant military adversaries.

• The United States now has the most powerful military that has ever
existed in the history of the world.

• The U.S. has over 800 military bases around the world and 11
aircraft carrier strike groups circling the planet. No potential
adversary has more than 1 aircraft carrier.

• The United States spends almost as much on the military as all the
rest of the world combined — roughly 7 times as much as China, 13
times as much as Russia, 73 times as much as Iran, and 44 times as
much as the combined spending of the six “rogue” states (as
President Bush called them): Cuba, Iran, Libya, North Korea, Sudan,
and Syria.

The Vigil for Peace was initiated by the Albany Friends Meeting and Peace Action.
Find out how you can work for peace. Call 518-595-9324
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