Vigil for Peace
On Iran Strike, Israelis Trust Obama Over Bibi 
In a poll conducted this month by Professor Shibley Telhami of the University of Maryland and Israel's Dahaf Institute, only 19 percent of Israelis said they would support an Israeli military attack on Iran if it is not approved by the U.S. 
But that's not even the most striking result of the poll. The poll suggests that the reason that the majority of Israelis don't support an Israeli military strike on Iran without U.S. approval is not because they are afraid of making the U.S. angry. 
The poll suggests that the reason that the majority of Israelis do not support an Israeli military strike on Iran without U.S. approval is that they share the cautions of U.S. officials against an Israeli strike on Iran: they think that the costs would be high, and the benefits small or nonexistent. 

That is, they see the assessments of U.S. officials of the dubious merits of an Israeli strike as good data -- better data than they are getting from Prime Minister Netanyahu. 

A majority of Israelis think an Israeli war with Iran would last months or years. Two-thirds think Hezbollah would join Iran in retaliating against Israel. As many Israelis think an Israeli military strike would strengthen Iran's government as think it would weaken it. A slim majority think an Israeli strike would delay Iran's nuclear program by more than a year; nearly a third think it would have no effect on Iran's nuclear program or even accelerate it. 

(Excerpts from an article byRobert Naiman, Huffington Post, 3-1-2012)


The Vigil for Peace was initiated by the Albany Friends Meeting and Peace Action.
Find out how you can work for peace.   Call 518-595-9324
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